BATTLEFIELD TRIP 2014
The trip will start in Lancashire on Wednesday, 28th May and end, back in the County, on Thursday, 5th June 2014.
Travel arrangements are by Airedale Tours Ltd. This award winning specialist group travel company have been arranging holidays since
1985 and last year won the prestigious “Best Group Tour Operator” in the national Group Travel Awards.
Travel to the Continent will be by executive coach via the P&O Hull to Zeebrugge overnight ferry with en-suite cabin. We will stay in
modern, centrally located 3 Star hotels - the Mecure in Arras and the Novotel in Ypres. I have used these hotels before and they are
part of the well-known Accor hotel group.
Due to driver’s hours and to keep costs down, most coach companies and group travel organisers try to cram everything into just five
days. To do justice to the subject and trip, I have decided to have a longer holiday - two half days travelling the short distance to and
from Hull, five and a half days on the battlefields (8.30 a.m. to c5.30 p.m. daily, with numerous refreshment and comfort breaks); there
will be a full day in Arras and a half-day in Ypres, ‘at leisure’.
The trip will take in some established favourites and some new places. Off the ferry on day two, we drive to Fromelles - the site of a
new Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery, before heading for the Loos battlefield, and then Lens for lunch. In the afternoon we visit
the impressive Vimy Ridge memorial and trenches, before checking in at our hotel in Arras.
The morning of day three will be spent looking at the Cambrai battlefield and Hindenburg Line (1917), before heading for the Somme.
Day four (Saturday), the coach driver has to have a statutory break - so why not us? You can spend the day in beautiful Arras (it is also
market day) or perhaps catch the TGV high-speed train for a day in Paris? Sunday (day five) sees us on the Somme for a full day, ending
at the Chorley and Accrington Pals trenches and memorial at Serre late afternoon.
We head for Ypres in Belgium on day six. We will be visiting a new visitor centre at Lijssenhoek and then have a break in the town of
Poperinghe; the plan is to arrive in Ypres at around lunchtime to enable everyone to check-in and then perhaps spend the afternoon
exploring the town’s shops, cafes, bars, churches and museums. Day seven is a trip around the Ypres Salient battlefield, including a visit
to a new visitor centre at Ploegsteert Wood. The last day in Belgium will see us spend time at Polygon Wood and then Tyne Cot
Cemetery and Passchendaele, before a short drive for lunch in Dixsmuide. We end the battlefield trip with a visit to the near-by Belgian
trench complex called ‘The trench of Death’.
There are 47 places available, of which 13 have been allocated to passengers travelling alone. The cost for the trip is £649 per person
sharing a twin / double cabin and room, whilst singles will cost £799; dinner and breakfast is included on the ferry (both ways) and a
full breakfast is offered each day in the hotel. The price includes free travel insurance and a cabin up-grade on the ferry.
As for cost, the likes of Ledger Holidays run five-day battlefield trips to the Somme and Ypres for £419 per person; they go via Dover
and spend just three days actually on the battlefields (their single supplement is £99). If you look at the trip I organised in 2010, it cost
£545 for eight days - four years on the cost is £649 for nine days. I have spent some time seeking the right company and I believe
Airedale offer good value for money for this bespoke trip, especially over coach companies I have contacted.
I attach a Booking Form and Conditions, and look forward to sharing the Western Front battlefield ‘experience’ with you in 2014.
With very best wishes,

Steve Williams
Steve Williams

42 Smithy Close, Brindle, Chorley, Lancs. PR6 8NW
( 01254 854298 l e-+: info@stevewilliamstalks.co.uk

www.stevewilliamstalks.co.uk

Booking Form
Holiday ref: S. Williams - ‘Western Front experience’, 5.2014
I would like to book .…. places on the above trip at £649 per person in a twin / double room & cabin or £799 single.
I enclose …… x deposits @ £50 per person in …… double / twin rooms and / or …… single(s).
IMPORTANT: I have read, understand and fully accept for myself and all others named on this booking form, the
Booking Terms & Conditions (overleaf) and Holiday Information published by the Company and the Organiser.
Signed: ………………………………………………………..…………

Date: …………………..………………………

Full name (Passenger 1): ……………………………………………………………………………….……

Age: ………

Full name (Passenger 2): ……………………………………………………………………………….……… Age: ………
Full name (Passenger 3): ……………………………………………………………………………….……… Age: ………
Full name (Passenger 4): ……………………………………………………………………………….……… Age: ………
Full postal address (of lead passenger) for correspondence:
……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………… Post Code: .…………………………….…..
Telephone: ……………………………………………………… Mobile: …………………………………………………
E-mail: …………………………………………………………………………………………………..……….………….…
Holiday insurance
All passengers are covered by a group travel insurance policy once they commence the trip. However, passengers are
not covered in the event of them cancelling within 57 days of the date of departure. Airedale Tours offer cover
against cancellation for a one off payment at the time of booking….
o I enclose a separate cheque for £15 per person, made payable to “Airedale Tours Ltd.”, for the optional
cancellation insurance.
Special requirements: …………………………………………………………………………………..…………………
Please make deposit cheques payable to “Airedale
completed booking form, to:

Tours Ltd / Clients Trust Account” and send, along with the

Steve Williams
42 Smithy Close, Brindle, Chorley, Lancs. PR6 8NW

Booking Conditions
All bookings are accepted on the following terms & conditions:
General and Liability
The trip is arranged / organised in good faith by Stephen (‘Steve’) Williams of 42 Smithy Close, Brindle, Chorley, Lancs. PR6 8NW via his Historical Society “Steve Williams Talks” (a member of BALH - the
British Association for Local History), and hereafter known as “The Organiser”. The Organiser will be a passenger on the trip, acting as courier and battlefield guide as and when appropriate. The trip is for
education and recreational purposes to places of historical interest, with Airedale Tours Limited (“The Company”) as the supplier of, or agents for, the advertised services (coach travel, ferry, hotels, etc.).

Passengers acknowledge and accept that they make the trip at their own risk and duly indemnify the Organiser from any loss, claim
or action that may arise from booking and / or participating in the trip; such indemnity extends to any related visit, excursion or
activity (be it in the published itinerary or not).
The Organiser cannot be held responsible or be liable for any situation beyond or outside his control, and reserves the right to change the advertised / published itinerary (without compensation) should
circumstances dictate.
Contract
Your contract is with Airedale Tours Limited of Rosegarth House, Prospect Road, Ossett, West Yorkshire WF5 8AN. When you make a booking with the Organiser you guarantee that you have the
authority to accept and do accept on behalf of your party the terms of these booking conditions. The contract between you and the Company exists once your deposit cheque clears and a confirmation is
issued; the contract is governed by English Law, and the jurisdiction of the English Courts.
Your holiday, booking and cancellation
The holiday price includes ferry and coach travel, accommodation, excursions and meals as specified in the holiday description. Morning coffee, afternoon tea, personal items, snacks and liquid refreshments
are not included in the price of the holiday, nor are admission charges to museums, visitor centres and the like.
Prices are based on those quoted to the Organiser by Airedale Tours Ltd. in May 2013. The trip price may be subject to a surcharge or increase if, for example, there is a substantial increase in fuel and / or
other suppliers costs, an increase in VAT and / or other taxes levied, or any Government or similar action which is beyond and / or outside their and the Organiser’s control, now or before the trip is paid
for in full in February 2014; should the surcharge be greater than 10%, passengers have the right to cancel and receive a full refund from the Company.
The Organiser reserves the right to cancel a booking (without reason or compensation) up to 58 days before travel, instructing the Company to cancel any contract and refund all monies paid. A booking
made between 57 and 14 days of date of travel is taken subject to availability and at the discretion of the Organiser.
The Company and / or the Organiser reserve the right to cancel the trip if the number of passengers wishing to travel is less than 40 persons. The Company shall not normally cancel a holiday after
payment of the balance becomes due (57 days before departure). If for any reason it is found necessary to do so, the Company will refund all monies paid, whereupon all liability on the part of the
Company and / or Organiser shall cease.
Payment
The contract, payment and trip are protected by European Community (EC) Directives and under the terms laid down by the Dept. of Trade & Industry in the U.K. A deposit of £50 must accompany a
completed booking form and places on the trip will be confirmed in writing once a cheque has cleared. Payment of the balance must be paid, via the Organiser, no later than 58 days before travel. All
cheques should be made payable to “Airedale Tours Ltd. / Clients Trust Account” and sent to the Organiser, who will forward them on to the Company.
Cancellation by the passenger and refunds
The following scale of cancellation charges shall apply to cancellation by the passenger:
Period before departure in which cancellation is received
More than 58 days
57- 43 days
42 - 29 days
28 - 8 days
7 days to date of departure

Percentage payable as cancellation charges
50% of deposit (i.e. £25 [the other £25 retained to cover administration cost])
30% of holiday costs
60%
90%
100%

No refund is offered or will be paid to a passenger who, for whatever reason, elects not to travel or take part in any excursion, cannot or elects not to take meals (as advertised), or elects to leave / cut
short their holiday.
Insurance
Once a passenger commences the holiday they are covered by Airedale Tours group travel policy (details forwarded with your confirmation) and all passengers should read the health conditions clauses
before accepting same; policy excesses apply. Cover for cancellation of the holiday can be purchased at the time of booking direct from Airedale Tours Ltd for £15.00 per person.
Missed departure and unreasonable behaviour
Should a passenger arrive late at any halt en route in accordance with a duly notified itinerary or instruction (be it verbal or in writing), the Organiser will not accept responsibility to delay departure.
Similarly, the Organiser reserves the right (after due consideration and with or without any formal warning), to refuse travel to a passenger whose behaviour is deemed by him to be inappropriate, abusive
or disruptive, and to terminate the contract without consultation and / or reference to the Company.
In both circumstances, the passenger will have no further redress or claim against the Organiser or Company, nor will a refund be given or correspondence entered into; any subsequent costs incurred by
the said passenger will be his / her responsibility.
Coach travel and Seating
Seat belts are fitted in the coach used on the trip and passengers must wear them at all times - it is the law in the U.K., France and Belgium and passengers can receive an on the spot fine of €135 for noncompliance in France. The consumption of alcohol, smoking tobacco or taking drugs or other substances (save for propitiatory medicines or drugs / medication duly prescribed by a registered Doctor or
Pharmacist) is not permitted on the coach at anytime [see also “unreasonable behaviour”].
Seating is allocated by the Organiser in numbered seats, which passengers must use throughout the trip.
Baggage
Baggage (including all personal belongings of the passenger) is conveyed at owner’s risk throughout.
Passports and Visas
It is the passenger’s responsibility to ensure they are in possession of the correct travel documents. UK and European Union citizens do need a valid passport for travel to mainland Europe. Those who do
not have UK or EU passports need to check carefully whether they need a Visa to enter France, Belgium and the U.K. upon their return.
Health requirements
Passengers must have (and carry with them) a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC), which is an agreement with EC countries enabling passengers to obtain emergency medical treatment as or when
available.
If a client develops an infectious or contagious disease and in the reasonable opinion of the company their presence on the coach represents a serious risk of infection to other passengers, the Organiser
reserves the right to refuse to convey them on the coach. In such circumstances, the Organiser and the Company will make every effort to assist with alternative means of returning the passenger to their
point of origin but responsibility for the costs incurred in such alternative transport will be the passenger’s. If the passenger is covered by the group’s insurance policy, the Company will ensure all necessary
arrangements are made. If the client has insurance through another insurer, it is the passenger’s responsibility to make contact with their insurer but the Company will make every effort to assist them if
such assistance is requested.

Steve Williams, 42 Smithy Close, Brindle, Chorley, Lancs. PR6 8NW ( 01254 854298

www.stevewilliamstalks.co.uk
7.5.2013

